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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2013—14 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 922

Introduced by Assembly Member Patterson

February 22, 2013

An act to-amend-Section+#39-3-of -andte add Section 739.11 to; the
Public Utilities Code, relating to—publie—utHities electrical and gas
service.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 922, as amended, Patterson. Pablie-titities—Electrical and gas
service: rates. CARE program: eligibility.

Under existing law, the Public Utilities Commission has regulatory
authority over public utilities, including electrical and gas corporations,
as defined. The Public Utilities Act authorizes the commission to fix
the rates and charges for every public utility, and requires that those
rates and charges be just and reasonable. Existing law requires the
commission to designate a baseline quantity of electricity and gas
necessary for a significant portion of the reasonable energy needs of
the average residential customer, and requires that electrical and gas
corporations file rates and charges, to be approved by the commission,
providing baseline rates, and requires the commission, in establishing
baselinerates, to avoid excessiverateincreasesfor residential customers.
The act requires the commission to establish a program of assistance
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to low-income electric and gas customers, referred to as the California
Alternate Rates for Energy or CARE program —E*rstmg—lﬁv—Fequﬁes

voulc requwe the
commission to authorlze an electrlcal or gas corporation to verify, by
the submission of proof of income, the continuing eigibility of
participants in the CARE program regardless of the manner in which
the participant was first enrolled into the program.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:
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SEC2

SECTION 1. Section 739.11 is added to the Public Utilities
Code, to read:

739.11. The commission shall authorize an electrical or gas
corporation to verify, by the submission of proof of income, the
continuing eligibility of a participant in the CARE program
regardless of the means by which the participant wasfirst enrolled
into the CARE program.
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